Viereck, Wife 



In Trial Way 

Defense Motion for 
Directed Verdict 
Is Overruled 

George Sylvester Viereck and his 
American-born wife were to testify 
today in the District Court trial of 
Viereck, as the defense opened its 
case with a motion for a directed 
verdict. 

The motion was denied by Justice 
Bolitha J. Laws after Defense At- 
torney John J. Wilson claimed the 
Government's evidence in trying the 
German-born defendant on charges 
of violating the Foreign Agents' 
Registration Act had been “highly 
circumstantial.’' 

Mr. Wilson asserted that the 
Government had submitted “no 
tangible evidence" to sustain the 
charges that Viereck failed to list 
all foreign principals for whom he 
worked before this coun try’s entrance 
into the war, and that he failed to 
give a comprehensive statement of 
his activities. 

Defendant’s Record Traced. 

Following Justice Laws’ action 
overruling the njotion, Mr. Wilson 
delivered a lengthy opening state- 
ment to the jury. 

He pictured Viereck as a promi- 
nent literary figure who urged neu- 
trality between the United States 
and Germany prior to two wars. 
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He’ urged neutrality in the last 
wa ‘ as ln this one,” he asserted. 

Mr. Wilson said that the defend- 
ant had two sons, Peter and George 
Sylvester, jr., both In the American 
Army now in North Africa. 


